The Divorce Suit

one of his religious orgies, the Rev* Hugh Price Hughes
announced to an audience of thrilled Methodists that he had
" high authority for saying that Mr* Gladstone" would
" intervene, and" that ** Mr* Parnell " would ** recognise
his voice as one to be obeyed*** That was a way to treat
a great and proud man, to let a Welsh mob-orator use him
as a titbit for replete Methodists during a Pleasant Sunday
Afternoon ! To depose Parnell after that was an infamy*

III
Mr* Gladstone, immediately after Mr* McCarthy's de-
parture, wrote to Mr* Morley a letter containing the following
passages:
***** While clinging to the hope of communication from
Mr* Parnell, to whomsoever addressed, I thought it neces-
sary, viewing the arrangements for the commencement of
the session to-morrow, to acquaint Mr* McCarthy with the
conclusion at which, after using all the means of observation
and reflection in my power, I had myself arrived* It was
that, notwithstanding the splendid services rendered by Mr*
Parnell to his country, his continuance at the present moment
in the leadership would be productive of consequences
disastrous in the highest degree to the cause of Ireland* I
think I may be warranted in asking you so far to expand
the conclusion I have given above as to add that the con-
tinuance I speak of would not only place many hearty and
effective friends of the Irish cause in a position of great
embarrassment, but would render my retention of the leader-
ship of the Liberal party, based as it has been mainly upon
the presentation of the Irish cause, almost a nullity***
The rest of the letter, which is fully cited in Mr* Motley's
Life of Gladstone (bk* x*, chap* v*, sect* 4)* deals with
Mr* Gladstone's suggestion to Mr> McCarthy that his views
were ** not intended for his colleagues generally, if he found
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